[Rejection antigens of tumors and specific immunotherapy of cancer].
Human tumors carry antigens that are recognized by the patients' cytolytic T lymphocytes. An important group of antigens is coded by the MAGE family of genes. These antigens are expressed in a significant proportion of tumors of numerous histological types but not in normal tissues. Clinical trials are underway in an attempt to immunize patients suffering from metastatic melanomas using peptides coded by the MAGE genes. Regressions have been observed in 5 of the 17 immunized patients.